to keep you abreast of the news on the Vallipuram project ...

! This year the water levels were not as
bad as last year despite the torrential rain.
The water Rowed out quite smoothly and no
heavy stagnation occurred. The deepening of
the outBow channels has helped to maintain a
quick and steady outR3ow.

PATHASHALA

! It was always clear that we would have to
choose a name for the campus and the school
in Vallipuram. While this topic was being de
bated and various
suggestions being
examined two

things happened -
the street leading
from the main

road was named
OPathashalai theru®
(school street in
Tamil) by the vil -
lage. Pathashala
means OSchool®
and connects

simply and di -
rectly to The

School. For the
brochure which

we needed for

fund raising e had

to bnd a name and it could not wait. So Pa -
thashala was chosen as the name of the
school and the campus. OVallipuram campusO
is inadequate since the land lied in the middle
of 4 villages. Henceforth we will refer to it as
Pathashala campus.

THE APPROACH ROAD
! The project has entered the construction
phase now. Today's good news is that the last
phase of work on the approach road is un -
derway. "Just three culverts and bitumen layer
are pending. The quality of the work has been
excellent. We have been coordinating with Mr
Krishnamurthi (of Brakes India) and Mr Nara -
simhan (of Sundaram Motors) and are ex -
tremely grateful for their advice and support.
On contractual matters we have consulted my
Srinivasan of Sundaram
& Srinivasan, our
Auditors, for clarity
and advice. Soon it
will be possible to
drive on a smooth
tarred road all the way
to the campus. Vil -
lages residents say
that the construction
of the road has been
excellent.

THE MASTER PLAN &
CONSTRUCTION

' In anticipation of
the Government order
for retrospective"per -
mission“to hold al -
ready purchased lands, we have redone the
master plan. We have also got the drawings
ready for the Primary school (ABL). Alltheap -
provals from the village Panchayat Presidents

of Elimichampet, Aanoor and Vallipuram have
been obtained.



! A contractor has also beenap -
pointed as per advice of architect

after screening four potential par -
ties. Construction is slated to begin

in January 2009 as soon as the rains
stop."We will begin the construction

of the ABL school, the two dormito -
ries, sta# quarters and dining hall.

The ABL school will be ready to

start in June or July 2009. This will
meet the minimal requirementre -
quired as per the Government per -
mission. The remaining buildings

will permit a week long trip by stu -
dents of classes 5 to 12 for projects
and intense learning camps also to
begin by August. It is hoped that

retreats will also
commence. The mid -
dle school can com -
mence in June 2010.
Once construction be -
gins we will engage in
more fund raising ef -
forts. This sequence

of event will also give
us some timeto di -
gest the nuances of
the New Education Bill
that is likely to come
into e#ect shortly.

'RURAL NUTRITION
PROGRAMME

! The Rural Nutri -
tion Programme has
been extended from
220 children last year
in 2 schools last year
to "reach over 800
childrenin 5
schools"this year. The
annual cost of this
programme is ex -
pected to be about Rs
4 Lakhs. A sum of
about Rs 3 Lakhs has
already been contrib -

The work with SSA continues smoothly
and with sustained vigour. The Joint Director
informed me last week that the ALM ap-
proach had spread to over 16000 schools.
Shri Vijaykumar, who now is an adviser to
SSA, mentioned that ‘ALM is standing on its
own’ with enthusiasm from teachers and
students.

SSA seeks to have a Primary ALM for
grade 5 and the School Education Dept. is
already taking ADVANCED ALM to grade 9.
The School has been requested to assist SSA
with Teacher Facilitation Modules. The Mo-
bile labs are being replicated and taken to all
the districts.

Smt Padmavathy from the school was
invited to an SSA conference on Innovations
in the Teaching of Mathematics where her
inputs were well received. Modules of lessons
being taught by her have been recorded and
are being used as Teacher Education Mod-
ules.

The PAN IIT 2008 conference is on from
19th to 21st December at IIT Chennai. | have
been invited to be part of the Education
panel and will be speaking on the Journey of
the school leading up to the unfolding work
with SSA.

uted by parents and well wishers. "(A copy of "

the appeal letter is enclosed for your informa - !

tion.)

! In November | visited the Vallipuram
campus several times. On one of these visits |
stopped at the Vallipuram school as some Nu -

ered. It was refreshing to
hear from the teachers
about their happiness
with the ALM
programme."

! On this drive, with
overseas friends and well
wishers, | could not but
reminisce what teachers
at school had said in
meeting after meeting -
that the school's pres -
ence must be meaningful
and good for the villages
around. It struck me that,
before any major activity
starts in Vallipuram cam
pus, ALM has reached
the schools around Valli
puram and the"school
sponsored programme of
Nutritional supplement
has reached the over 800
school children as well.
One felt that the Vallipu
ram project is doing jus
tice to the aspirations of
the teachers who helped
conceive it

Last but not least, "a beautiful brochure

has been designed by a parent for the Valli -

ceiving.

trition Project raw material had to be deliv -

puram project to help with the fund raising.
We are grateful for all the support we are re -

G.Gautama



